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From left, Barb Henham, Port Coquitlam Mayor Greg Moore and Debbie Murillo of the I Am Someone Society are promoting a walk to end bullying for this Sunday at Leigh Square in 
PoCo. The event will feature a walk, entertainment and opportunities to purchase items supporting the society to raise funds for a texting program for bullied youth. See story, page 8.
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Port Moody’s 
Ann Kitching 
received city’s 
highest hon-
our for efforts 
to advocate 
for the arts in 
the City of the 
Arts. Upon 
receiving the 
Freedom of 
the City, she 
advocated 
some more.
See page 9

Bomb 
threat 
culprit 
online?

By Gary McKenna
THE TRI-CITY NEWS

The Coquitlam RCMP 
may have identified 
the person responsible 
for phoning in a bomb 
threat at Gleneagle sec-
ondary last week.

Cpl. Jamie Chung told 
The Tri-City News that 
police are looking into 
someone who claimed 
responsibility for the in-
cident on social media.

“Someone has been 
identified,” he said. “It is 
through social media, so 
it takes a few more steps 
to confirm.”

Last week, Chung con-
firmed that police were 
aware of a Twitter ac-
count on which someone 
posted they were respon-
sible for the bomb threat. 

A person with the 
handle @TheInstigate 
tweeted about the inci-
dent throughout the day, 
including one post that 
came in at around the 
same time the threat was 
called in to the Gleneagle 
office. 

see POSSIBLE, page 7

2.8% tax hike on homes
Drop in garbage 
fees will offset 
part of Coq. rise

By Janis Warren
THE TRI-CITY NEWS

The good news: 
Coquitlam property taxes 
will go up less than they 
did last year.

T h e  b a d  n e w s : 
Coquitlam property taxes 
are still going up.

On Monday, city coun-
cil voted to hike prop-
erty taxes by an average 

of 2.42% for all classes. 
Property taxes for com-
mercial property owners 
will go up 1.8% while 
taxes for residential 
properties will  rise 2.8%. 
(Last year’s overall in-
crease was 2.95%.)

For those living in a 
home with the statisti-
cally average assessed 
value of $587,500, the 
increase will translate to 
around $2,927 in taxes 
and utilities next year, 
including a $57 jump in 
taxes plus another $13 
for water and an addi-
tional $15 for sewer and 

drainage (the latter two 
increases are determined 
by Metro Vancouver).

But the city is claim-
ing a net increase of $15, 
with council pointing to a 
20% drop in garbage col-
lection fees next year — 
from $349 to $279 — as 
a result of the new solid 
waste contract that be-
gins in July 2014. As well, 
the city will not be han-

dling recycling collection, 
which is expected to be 
done by Multi-Material 
BC starting in May.

Council also kept 
taxes under the 3% mark 
by not hiring the four 
Mounties Supt. Claude 
Wilcott had requested last 
month; Coquitlam will 
hire two new officers at a 
cost of $291,000. (Wilcott 
was unavailable for com-

ment on Tuesday but a po-
lice spokesperson said the 
detachment “appreciates 
the city’s support”).

Council also denied a 
request by the city’s stra-
tegic initiatives GM to add 
a 1% tax hike for each of 
the next four years to cre-
ate a new “facility periodic 
component replacement 
fund” (an account to pay 
for roof and boiler up-
grades at city facilities); 
the renewal reserve will 
only see a $200,000 con-
tribution next year.

see ARTS REQUESTS, page 4

$1M plus for a new park on Burke 
Mountain: see article, page 4



By Diane Strandberg
The Tri-CiTy News

A texting program 
that links bullied kids 
with resources and coun-
sellors could be beta 
tested in the Tri-Cities 
as early as next year if 
funding can be arranged 
to support the program.

And this Sunday, the 
community is invited 
to take part in the I Am 
Someone Walk to End 
Bullying to help raise 
cash for the program. 

The walk takes place 
Dec. 8 at Leigh Square 
in Port Coquitlam; it’s 
the second year for the 
event, which started in 
2012 in an outpouring of 
support for youth after 
the suicide of PoCo teen 
Amanda Todd.

The I Am Someone 
group was formed by 
Gary Mauris, a local 
business leader, and 
PoCo Mayor Greg Moore 
with partners the PoCo 
Youth Society; and since 
then, the fledgling group 
has become an official 
society with a mission 
to end bullying through 
cultural and legislative 
change as well as practi-

cal solutions, such as a 
texting platform.

Moore said the texting 
platform is necessary to 
connect youth with re-
sources because that’s 
how youth communi-
cate, noting that similar 
programs exist already 
in the U.S. A partnership 
with a provider is close 
to being reached, he said, 
noting that more funding 
is needed to make the 
program a reality.

He wouldn’t say how 
much the project will 
cost — except to say it 
will be in the six figures 
— but he is confident the 
community will come 
together to make it hap-
pen.

He stressed the proj-
ect isn’t a city initiative; 

rather, businesses and 
community members are 
coming together to cre-
ate the I Am Someone 
initiative. 

“Fundraising helps 
us to be able to do this,” 
Moore said.

Mauris, who is pro-
moting the Am Someone 
campaign using his 
business resources at 
Dominion Lending 
Centre, says he hopes 
the walk becomes an an-
nual tradition that leaves 
a legacy.

“We want to build on 
the success of our first 
I Am Someone Walk to 
End Bullying to create 
greater awareness of the 
harm of bullying. Each 
of us is a someone who 
has a role to play in end-

ing bullying.”
Barb Henham, who 

is helping the group de-
velop its strategic plan, 
said the society’s over-
arching goal is to create 
a culture in which bully-
ing doesn’t happen and 
young people feel sup-
ported.

“We want to create a 
kinder and more caring 
community,” she said.

The texting platform is 
a key component of the 
plan whereby youth who 
feel vulnerable could text 
their concerns and some-
one would text back with 
information and links to 
resources in their com-
munity.

Sunday’s walk is by 
donation and there will 

be an opportunity to 
purchase t-shirts, pink 
umbrellas with the I Am 
Someone logo. As well, 
there will be an I Am 
Someone Kindness Tree 
on which people can 
pledge their support for 
youth and to end bully-
ing.

As well, the event, run-
ning, from noon to 3 p.m. 
(the community walk 
is at 1 p.m..) at Leigh 
Square Community Arts 
Village, will feature en-
tertainment, kids’ activi-
ties and food.

For more information, 
visit: facebook.com/iam-
someone twitter.com/
IAS_Society or www.
iamsomeone.ca.
dstrandberg@tricitynews.com

Tweet your opinions 
on sD43 land use

School District 43 will be entering the 
Twitterverse on Friday, using social media to find 
out what the community thinks of the “Learning 
Lands and Neighbourhoods” review of four 
school district properties.

On Dec. 6 from 3 to 4 p.m., a Twitter town hall 
meeting will be held with board chair Melissa 
Hyndes fielding questions and Tri-City News 
education reporter Diane Strandberg moderat-
ing the chat. Interested members of the com-
munity are invited to share their views using 
the hashtag #sd43lln. Questions can be sent in 
advance to @tricitynews on Twitter and people 
can then follow the dialogue in real time or refer 
back to the hashtag #sd43lln if they missed it.

The four properties under consideration are: 
the closed Coronation Park elementary, Moody 
elementary, a portion of the Parkland elemen-
tary school site and a portion of Victoria Park. 

More information is available at www.sd43.
bc.ca/landmngmt.

dstrandberg@tricitynews.com

Take a walk against bullying
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Visit coquitlam.ca/Road-UtilityProjects for details 
Engineering and Public Works Customer Service Line:  

604-927-3500. Open 24 Hours/ 
7 Days a week.

 

 City of Coquitlam  

Road & Utility Improvements    
 Please use alternate routes  to avoid delays.

 Y Cape Horn Neighbourhood Pavement Rehabilitation – Repaving of following streets: 
Baltic St, Warrick St (Cape Horn Ave to 97 Warrick St only), Denman Crt, Concord Ave and 
Hillside Ave by Columbia Bitulithic 604-521-8811. Work includes catch basins, asphalt 
removal and paving including asphalt curb construction. Traffic controls will be in place. 

 Y Harper Reservoir - North of Harper Road – New water reservoir construction continues by 
G & E Contracting Ltd. 1-855-656-3159.  Traffic controls near area will be in place.

 Y Lougheed Highway - north of Dewdney Trunk Road near Scott Creek Bridge – New 
City Centre Pump Station and connecting force main by Merletti Construction Ltd. 
604-984-7594 ongoing for several months. Short term lane closures will be in place on 
southbound Lougheed Highway.

 Y Schoolhouse Street - Austin to Foster – New water line construction by City of Coquitlam 
Capital Construction crew, with a target completion date of January 29, 2014. Work 
taking place Monday to Thursday, 7:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.  Schoolhouse will be closed 
between King Albert and Winslow daily Monday to Thursday during the period of Monday, 
December 2 to Thursday, December 5 from 7:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Traffic controls in place 
with detours established.

 Y Evergreen Line Project – to obtain up to date information, visit evergreenline.gov.bc.ca 
webpage; email info@evergreenline.gov.bc.ca or call 604-927-2080, 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

 Y Westwood St / Como Lake Ave – Lougheed Hwy to Lougheed Hwy – Project complete 
except for line markups and new traffic loops at Westwood /Kingsway railroad crossing.

 Y Port Mann / Highway 1 Improvement Project – For details and updates, visit www.
phmh1project.com or email info@phmh1project.com or call 1-866-999-PHM1 (7641).

Drivers encouraged to use alternate routes while above work is underway. We appreciate  
your patience during construction. Please watch for work crews and equipment and obey all 

traffic control personnel and signs, including construction speed limits.

coquitlam.ca   |      @cityofcoquitlam   |      /cityofcoquitlam

Be Aware and Get Prepared

The City of Coquitlam reviews its snow removal policies and 
service priorities each year to make service improvements to 
better meet the needs of our community. 

Find out what the City does during snow events and what 
you can do to keep sidewalks and roads safe, and help ensure 
your family is prepared.

Find out more information on:

	 	 Emergency Preparedness

	 	 Cold Weather Safety

	 	 Snow Clearing

	 	 Parking When it Snows

	 	 Snow Angels Program

Everything you need to know to enjoy a safe winter season.

Visit coquitlam.ca/winterwise

coquitlam.ca   |      @cityofcoquitlam   |      facebook.com/cityofcoquitlam

winterWise_3c-x-8in_bw_find-out-more__2013-2014.indd   1 11/22/2013   12:37:49 PM


	IASW_TriCityNews_Dec4
	IASW_TriCityNews_Dec4-2

