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Cyclo-cross racers from across the Lower Mainland converged on Port Coquitlam’s Castle Park on Saturday to participate in the CastleCross event. Craig 
Richey won the elite men’s competition, while Sandra Walter took first place in the elite women category. The race was opened to cyclo-cross athletes 
from a variety of age groups and skill levels. 

Express train rolling 
SEE SPORTS, PAGE 19

Catching disco fever
SEE ARTS, PAGE 16
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Cyclo-cross racers take their talents to PoCo’s Castle Park

2TALK texting platform offers sup-
port for struggling teens: page 4

Kwikwetlem 
band sues 
over chief’s 
$800K pay 
Member says 
band was not 
consulted on 
Burke land claim

By Janis Warren
THE TRI-CITY NEWS

A member of the 
K w i k we t l e m  Fi r s t 
Nation is suing after 
learning the band’s 
chief pocketed more 
than $800,000 in a land 
deal with the provincial 
government earlier this 
year.

The statement of 
claim by Ron Jackman, 
which was filed in the 
Vancouver  federal 
court on Sept. 29, is in 
response to an $8.2-mil-
lion agreement by Chief 
Ron Giesbrecht to ex-
tinguish the band’s ab-
original claims to 584 
acres of Crown land 
on Coquitlam’s Burke 
Mountain.

As economic develop-
ment officer, Giesbrecht 

received a 10% bonus 
from the deal, translat-
ing to an $800,000 cut 
on top of his chief’s sal-
ary. In total, Giesbrecht 
collected $914,219 — 
plus another $16,574 
in expenses — tax free 
last year, according to 
federal documents re-
leased under the new 
First Nations Financial 
Transparency Act.

Jackman contends the 
82-member band did not 
have a say in the mega-
land deal, part of which 
was sold this spring to 
Wesbild for future devel-
opment. And Jackman 
and others are seeking 
to have the agreement 
overturned as they were 
unaware their aboriginal 
rights were being extin-
guished on the forested 
land north of Coast 
Meridian Road.

Yesterday, lead lawyer 
Troy Hunter declined to 
comment to The Tri-City 
News on the case. 

see LAND, page 12



By Diane Strandberg
The Tri-CiTy News

Young people in the 
Tri-Cities dealing with 
difficult issues such as 
bullying and sexual ex-
ploitation will now be 
able to tap into helpful 
resources with a new 
texting platform called 
2TALK.

L a u n c h e d  t o d ay 
for public and private 
high school students 
in School District 43, 
the pilot could one day 
spread across the prov-
ince helping bullied and 
abused youth get help.

“This has been a long 
overdue service that we 
need to provide to our 
youth, and it is our hope 
that the pilot will be so 
overwhelmingly suc-
cessful that we can take 
it to every city across 
the country,” said Gary 
Mauris, president of the 
I am Someone Ending 
Bullying Society, which 
created the texting plat-
form as a way to support 
youth in crisis.

Mauris said texting is 
how young people con-
nect with others and 
so it’s natural to create 
a platform where teens 
can report bullying and 
abuse anonymously, at 
least at first, until they 
build trust.

“The kids will real-
ize they are not alone,” 
Mauris said, noting that 
the alarming rates of 
suicide and self-harm 
amongst youth is a com-
munity issue and 2TALK 
is one way the commu-
nity can respond.

While other programs, 
such as the online bul-
lying reporting tool 
ERASE, puts kids in 
touch with school au-
thorities, 2TALK links 
teens directly with re-
source workers at bc211 
who are experienced 
in handling crises, he 
added.

“They actually built 
the system for us and 

wrapped up staff for 
this pilot,” Mauris said. 
And while the hours of 
operation are currently 
Wednesday through 
Sunday from 3:30 p.m. 
to 11 p.m., — high risk 
hours for students — 
they could be expanded 
if there is a need.

Mauris, president 
of Dominion Lending 

Centres, who co-founded 
the I Am Someone 
Ending Bullying Society 
with Port Coquitlam 
Mayor Greg Moore 
two years ago, said he 
is pleased that Telus 
has come on board as 
a sponsor and he said 
Coquitlam Centre is 
lending a hand as well.

“We’re getting a lot of 

people and a lot of com-
panies recognizing this is 
the time to make a differ-
ence  and this is the thing 
we thought that was 
most important to teens 
and young adults.”

2TALK will initially 
serve Tri-City second-
ary students attending 
both public and private 
schools within School 
District 43. But after the 

four-month pilot, the ser-
vice will be evaluated 
and, if successful, could 
be expanded into neigh-
bouring communities.

The program is being 
paid for with start-up 
funding of $40,000 from 
Telus but longer term 
sustainable funding is 
still needed, according to 
Moore.

“We still have to fun-

draise for operations,” 
Moore explained, not-
ing that plans are in 
the works for an online 
auction with Coquitlam 
Centre and the group 
is also looking at using 
a new crowd fund-
ing initiative started by 
The Tri-City News’ par-
ent company called 
BlackPress4Good.com.

• The I am Someone 

Ending Bullying Society 
has a team of presenters 
who will go into SD43 
high schools to speak 
to kids about 2TALK. 
More information about 
the society is available 
at www.iamsomeone.ca. 
More information about 
the United Way-funded 
bc211 is available at 
www.bc211.ca.
dstrandberg@tricitynews.com

Youth in crisis can now text 2TALK for help 
What’s happening

A new texting platform will connect youth to 
community support services is for public and 
private high school students in School District 
43 dealing with gangs, sexual exploitation, date 
violence and abuse.

Text 2TALK (28255) from any mobile phone 
between Wednesday through Sunday from 3:30 
p.m. to 11 p.m. (Outside operating hours, youth 
will receive an automated text message stat-
ing the hours of operation and to call 211 if the 
person needs immediate assistance. Texts will be 
responded to once the service reopens).

Gary Mauris, the 
president of the I 

Am Someone Ending 
Bullying Society, said 

the 2TALK texting 
platform will support 

youth in crisis. He 
hopes the program, 
which was recently 
launched in the Tri-

Cities, will eventually 
expand province-wide. 
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SAVE
ANYWHERE.

Introducing the New Save.ca Mobile Cash-Back Feature. 
With exclusive offers for the brands you love & $5 cash-out minimums 

through PayPal, you’ll never go shopping without your smart phone again!

Get Cash Back in 3 Easy Steps

Visit save.ca/cashback to Learn More

1. Browse & Shop
Browse the mobile app 

for your favourite brand’s 
offers, and purchase 

them at any store

2. Upload Receipt 
Take a photo of your 
receipt and submit it 

through the app

3. Get Cash Back! 
Once you reach just $5, 
the money you save will 
be transferred into your 

PayPal wallet
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What’s Better than 
sunshine, lollipops & rainbows?

OUR BLOG . . . seriously. Check it out blog.blackpress4good.com
Showcasing heartfelt community stories from around the province.


